	FY 2010 Rail Project ~ Photo Description Sheet

	Project:
	Raritan River Bridge 14.01 Capacity Upgrade
(BR&W) MP 14.01

	Operating Railroad:
	Belvidere & Delaware River
Railway Company, Inc. (BDRV)

	The Black River & Western Railroad Truss Bridge 14.01 over the South Branch of the Raritan River was built in 1896 for the Central Railroad of New Jersey. While in good general condition, this structure requires capacity improvements in order to safely carry ever-heavier railcars.


Beautiful and historic, this bridge is Flemington's only remaining link to the North American rail network. Flemington was once served by three major rail carriers.
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	This project is part of a multi–year program of upgrading infrastructure so that the Black River System can continue to handle railcars with 286,000 gross weight, safely and efficiency.

In 2008, State Rail Plan funds were used to improve the Railroad's one-half mile Goat Curve – replacing light 1894 rail with 131#RE rail, ties, ballast, retaining walls and surfacing. The endpoint of this project is the north abutment of the Raritan River Bridge 14.01. 
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	When this Bridge was built, the heaviest locomotives of the era weighed less than today's modern freight cars. The proposed project will strengthen the Bridge from an as-built Cooper rating of E-40 to an industry standard rating of E-80.

This will be accomplished by replacing and adding new rods, beefier pins, and reinforcing other critical members.
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	The proposed project will also address deteriorated decking, replace light 90# rail, and make masonry repairs to piers and abutments. 
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